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T«     Tritrorluct  ion 

Possible  souL^3  ;f    cf  Inspiration  for  the  i-lan 

1.  Plato's  "Republic" 

2,  landeville's  "Bees" 
o  .       ore  '  s   ''Ltopia  " 

4.  I.ontai^ne's  "l^ssais" 

•         Bacon's  ''l.ew  Atlantis" 

5.  r< ousseau  '  s  "Social  Contrast'' 
V,     Godwin's  "Political  Justice" 

B .  "nov/n  Background  of  louthey's  Idea  2 

1.     i.ecords  of  Eristol  Library  Society 

a)  ^ousseau 

b)  Plato 

c)  Plotinus 

(1)     Proposed  city  of  Platonopolis 

d)  Adam  Smith's   "^Vealth  of  liations"' 

e)  Godv/in's  "Political  Justice" 

f)  Gilpin's  "Borest  Scenery" 
Brisr.ot's  "ronvean  ^'o^^age  dans  les  Btats 

nis 

a)  iiiiiiz^'  .  ix- "Gallo-.-ii"neric'^ i 
Society"of  Grevecoeur  and  Gleviere 

b)  'o  investigate  opportunities 

( 1 )  1'  or  i nv e  s  t m ent 

(2)  "  eTiiigration 

establishing  an  Utopian 
:.olony 

C,  Previous    -xamples  4 

1 .     H  3  y lum  C  oinp any 

a)     Organized  on  .-.prll  o,-.-.,  1794 

r  )     Bought  land  in  I;;radford  :jou7^'ty, 

Pennsylvania 
c  )     Bu  i  1 1  t  h  i  r  t  y  h  ou  s  <  -  s ,   Ci  :av  c  j  - ,  a  i  lci 
theatre  on  the  Susquehanna 
II.     Beginnings  of  the  :/ovement  4 
Southey's  letter  to  BeoBord  on  x,ov.  15,  1793 

1,     "?^r'  drear'^  of  re-peo"plin;"  Greece' a.nd  tu.rning 
oslera 

S,       ov.lc.  I'ti-iustate  IJuses  in  original  spleno.or 
"       rep-lant  grove  of  Ac^derius 
be  a  teacher  there 
Plan  of  oo./ley  ^ 
1.     Intended  to  I'etire  to  America  to  seek 
happiness  in  solitude 
: Ian  of  South ey 

1.     "'ould  seek  a-sylum  for  a  different  reason 
a)     B'ished  to  reside  in  country  v\fhere : 

(1)  Sen's  abilities  assured  res- 
pect , 

(2)  Society  .vas  upon  a  proper 
footing, 

fs'^     ;  an  v/as  considered  more 
valuable  than  money. 
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econd  letter  of  ' outhey  to  Bedford  on  Dec.  14,  1793 

1.  "^^agined  self  in  America  cutting-dovm  trees 

id  grubbing  up  roots. 

2.  Visioned  a  cottage  of  three  rooms  an 
negro  companion 

-'5.     Planned  to  philosophize  and  out-do  the  se- 
c  1^1  s ion  of  l-iousseau  as  he  realized  the 
roiTi.y.iice  of  vJov/ley 

4.       xpected  to  be  pcalped  by  ■'m  Indian 
outhey's  interest  In  ica 

1.     Caused  by  his  t-n^a^^ernent  to     dlLli  j.'iic.:er 
ond  his  financial  status. 

(a)  y&d  no  money  of  his  o./ii 

(b)  ^  as  supported  by  his  nunt 

(c)  'jhe  only  opening  .vas  in  th  '.rch 
or  rtrierica 

■•nation  o^'  i- c.ntisocj'-acy 

outhey  returned  to  Oxford  in  ..arch,  1794 
^leridge  arrived  at  Oxford  to  visit   "obert  Allen 
1,     Allen  introduced  the  two  poets 

f    \         .-^  attr a 1  * '~^n    !pp  '■"■'tr''P.l 
etic 

".lerii  s  in  ciis^_race 

f ad  away  Pr----  ''■r-Trge  to 

■ilift  regi  ^ons 

(1)     '  t  i^eco^ni ,  his 

r  i  ,  re     -•"':-i':-T"{-''i    "       ^"  "i  "^^ 

—  '  o^- 

brother 

7,  "ley  left  Oxf-         "  is  degree, 

;o]/--''if' "e    ,'it_  ;  .-•      X.  J'  .ambridge 
(a)  v/ent  to  Bristol  v/her^  tliey  met 

.  (Voert  Lovel] 

fi  '     Love  11  ..as  to  n 

1  iss  ^rickei' 
uolt 
\j  ar  a 

itror.uced  --'ica 
ileridge  ^vaw  enti/usiastic 
j..-acy   .as  evolved 


antisocraoy 

-ir_.  n  1  gov  3 11 
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'  ■divioof-.l  pr-Oijfe 


(a) 

'  ,       .  o^/erty 
oludice 
of  ci^^i  ligations  of 
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■^lerid-e  p  ■r.hin^:ton 
1.    ''He  alon.    .......  .li.tely  VLncorx-\Xy 

possession  of  swove^re,  -nn-iev'^ 
Coleridge  admired  the  ^ove:  rica 


0  pec 

J 1 C  Ox 


x-idilS                   •  -'S    J  IcU  ..  .oil-  C^^lOi^'J 
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■.  Priestley  hrid  settled  tl' ere  three  years  earlier 

1,     later  ret"        '              "  ^^.s  ready 
.i^rate 

An  agent  of  '.'illiaia  Jooper  was  in  ...ngland  celling 
land  in  Pennsylvania 

1.  ""arl  s-oent  five  veers   i  ".^-'^  eric  a 

2.  ■  i :,  '^00  pounds  'cierit 

'  could   Clt:^  ores    "^.^    V    01'  i5 

0,   1000  acres  c  o^ild  be  clearer',  :d 
houses  built 

RecoTtirnended  the  Sue  ^    _  or  it     .  or:- 

sive  beauty  and  security  the  Indians 

DevelopTiif^nt  of  the  Plan 

Coleridge's  enthusiasm  expresr- r      • p   T !  f   r  to 

Southey  on  Sept.  18,  1794 

Lovell  described  the  pirns  foi    sailing  to  ^-xi.ierica 

1.  Oiily  tried  and  incor"-T  ^t  i  ••'^  e   -h^TT-ct  ■  rr. 
.vere  to  be  admitted. 

2,  Expected  to  realize  a  state  oi'  society  free 
frorn  turmoil 

Hoped  to  regenerate  society 
.         llivd  the  state  Pantisocracy 
.       juld  r.f,-^.         ^  xainple  oT   '"'-y  an  perfectabil- 

ity"  . 

Cottle  doubted  th o  advisability  of  the  plan 
'  ere  '-'etails  ;/ere  given 

.xpected  to  freight  a  ship  with  farming 
iniplernents 
2,     Cniy  4  persons  then  engaged  to  go 

a)  Coleridge,  .Southey,  Burnet,  and  Lovell 
'  . )         ,    .'ottle  met  Southey 

(1)  as  favorably  impressed 

(2)  Pledged  a  lasting  friend- 
ship 

)  -urnet     is  introduced 

(1)  "as  young  man  of  20  jears 

(2)  Fad  university  training  and 
was  diverted  from  intention 
to  enter  the  Church 

")     Coleridge  arrived  in  Bristol  and 

expected  to    'ait  there  until  the  time 


of  sailing 
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TV 

.   Interest'        '    '  ion  oljert  Lovell  15 

2,     Leisure  remaining;  could  be  devoted  to 

extension  of  i:i3 
?.     After  all  cli         on  manual  labor,  time 
Tould  yet  reraain  for  individual  pursuits 
:--,-lti..s  in  tl-e  Path  of  f ulf illinent  15 
Vouthey  /as  cast  out  hy  /  is  A\  nt  becavne  of  ■'":is 
vie'.7s 

1.     Southey  and   .olericige  en£;;aj3ed  to  deliver 
a  course  of  lectures  to  raise  jnone^^ 
o.  is  agreement  on  slavery  a  rose  16 
1.     Tout  hey  plaj  ned  to  ta'-'e  servants 
?.     Coleridge  v/rote  to  Southey  that  rruch  an 
idea  would  violate  the  principles  of 
rant isocracy 
•  - ,     .';olerii.ge  ./a-  ,.       ^,  ...-tions  for  excluding 
necessity  of  servitude 

~"  0  married  v/omen    /ould  do  only 
"-.t  .-/as  necessary  ^^nd  convenient 
(t)     "he  husbands  should  do  the  rest 

(1)  'ashing  .vith  a  machine 

(2)  Gleaning  the  house 

(c)     The  men  could  do  tl'iis  in  an  hour's 
additional  labor 
,       oleridge  again  v/rote  to  ^'-outhey  1-^-  "'ov, 
n.bout  servitude 

(a)  Froclaiined,   "A  v/illing  slave  is  the 
worst  of  slaves',  " 
Ihe  wornen  were  not  in  full  accord  17 
1.     Lushington  said  "They  will  spoil  it" 
J..  "as  possibility  of  .var  v/ith  America 

1,     Sailing  from  Hamburg  was  discussed 
VIII.  L'oposed  Colony  in  "  ales  19 

Suggested  by  I'.outhey 

1,  Similar  advantage  ./ould  l  e  obtained 

2.  "xpense  and  inconvenience  of  travel  would 
be  avoided 

B,     Coleridge  acceded  reluctantly  in  Dec.   1794  19 

1.  remonstrated  with  Southey 

2,  ■■'o-ulci  agree  to  avoid  delay  if  300  pounds 
were  adequate  to  commence  the  system 

I"',     "he  Beginning  of  the  Znd  20 
'he  financial  condition  was  very  had  in  the  spring 
of  1795 

1,     ''ere  forced  to  borrov  m.oney  for  their 
lodgin  _e 

(a)       -  .     ottle  loaned  the  money  gladly 
(1)     Foped  they  v/ould  have  to 

give  up  their  proposed  plan 
P.     Southey  invited  to  travel  in  Portugal  21 

1.  T'o  go  with  Uncle  for  six  months 

2.  Sounded  the  death  knell  of  Pantisccracy 
S,     Eroke  up  his  friendship  with  Coleridge 
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^^oleridge  married  Sai-ali  Fricker  on  Oct.  4,  1795 
1.     Settled  in  cottage  at  Clevedon 

X.  rantiso3racy  abandonned  in  IIov.  179r-  21 

A.     'Joleridge  vvrote  a  bitter  and  chiding  letter  to 
outliey 

1.  -  eviewed  -^lans   fVorn  the  beginning 

2.  31^  :atd  :  outhey  for  their  collapse 

?,     Eulogized  Soiithey  snC  bade  hini  farev/ell 
Sou  they  married  Edith  Pricker  on  iMov,  13 
o,     Southey  departed  for  I'crtugal  on  T'ov,  13 
D.     7hen  fouthe?''  "'•^icked  out  the  bubble  burr^t 

XI.  Previous  converts  to     ':he  r^lpn  27 

A.     Complete  roster  unavailable 

1.  '"'■.e  group  nui-^bered  about  twenty-seven 

2.  ong  those  enrolled  were: 

(a)  obert  Lovell  and  his  v/ife 

(b)  Sarah  Fricker(Krs,  Coleridge 
(  c  )     7dith  r  ri  cker  { -  r r, .    ■  outhey ) 

(d)  George  Burnet 

( e )  "dmund  Seward 

(f)  Pavell  and  LeQrice ( classmates  of 
Coleridge ) 

(g)  r^eorge  Dyer 

(h)  Dr.  Priestley 

XII.  Conclusion  28 

■\,     So 'net  cy  2^'ave]  l 
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The  fantisooraoy  on  the  sqviehanna 


.-ot  :-:i  Since  the  cam    of  iwan's  i'k-st  t.^  -^r- ^ .9     ^  ose 

Sources  of 

Inspiration      of  pj-ilosopiTic  tre  ij  r-eauit-.  j 

state  ^T^-ere  Virdred  sot:',1s  raight  asseTible  to  en^oy  lofty 
tT  -        o  ....0  ^i.ple  livL..^;  -  ■' ^^-v-'  entirely 

bed  to  reaso  .  :o's  O.ic  '  corioei-'to  before 

.    .    •        -     of  the  first  exanplep.     In  his  "stitte"  ti  e 
:.L  ^^u^  supreme  '         i  ''^"   ''"^  to 

train  the  your   .  ,       lut  IbtO ,  Sir  .eville  ais- 

jO'.rsed  vpor  e  i'"  '    .-js",  and 

^  y_     ^  ■    ^  ■  [-.o  t^'  -  --v^d 

i;  jjj  1-th  century,  wherein  he  desci-iced  the  island 

o-^  to  be  found  the  "utmost  perfect io     '  la./s, 

^.Gj-i'- i c 3 jt^na  social  ari-a  nts","'" 

'^i  o  7rench  writer  and  statesman,  Michel  de  Iv'ontaifjne, 
^,1  o  '-5r.d2*ed  1.'?ec'  is   "7ssais" ,  published  "in  l 

A"  •  .t  1 5     ,  ./rancic  race     ■  "  '  c  Luuoc.-i..  -...o.  i.-o  . 

e  plan  i^  his  "l^ew  Atlantis",   ./herein  he  tells  of  being 
---/--I  TT  inirr.d,   i-"  the  Trii.ddlo  o'^  the  -itlantic 

C.i£    ,  :  he  finds  an  association  for  the  cv.! :  i     t  Lou  of 

r-al  science  and  the  promotion  of  arts. 
Agair        turn  '-.o  ^^a^ce,   and  find  Jeor  7a':qves  Rousseau 
••.Yhose  "::ociiJ.l     cntrasf ,  publislied  in  V7C2,  ana  Lis  v-.i-ious 
";;is courses"  profoundly  influenced  all  succeeding  thought 7 

ery  especially  in  "'^-l^  -'r^.      -  little  later,   in  1795, 
Thomas  'Godwin's   "i-oli-oical  Justice'^  v/as  produced  *  'hglaud, 

and  aroused  much  intei'est. 

1 1  r,riri,r,prl  Dictionary  of  PactE-p,585 
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T"i"?s  it  appeal's,   th^t  the  drea"!  of  on  ideal  comi-non- 
v/ealul-  is  ?^e-old,    .-no  is  bound  to  be  revived  from  tiine 
to  tine.     ■"Ch      dream,  Robert  Southey  doiibtless  had  in 
mind  on  "  f-y  11,   1794,  when  he  wrote  ''(■,  for  emar.cipatn  on 
from  these  useless  fornis,  this  useless  life,   these  haunts 
o±         tolerance,  vice  and  f  oily  I --7'ither  in  six  months  I 
fix  myself  5r  ro^-'c  h.on?st'  'va;'  of  li-'inp ,   or  I  nuit  my 
country,  my  fi'iencs,  and  every  fondest  liope  I  indul^i;e , for- 
ever,  visions  of  futurity  are  dark  and  gloom.y,  and 
the  only  'hat  erlivr^^-T   tTe  s '^ene , '•^en'^p  o^-  .'"rrica",-^ 

"ackt^rouna        ^         oui.hiey's  areams  of  uhe  fiiture  ..ti'e  built 
of 

r^outhey's        upon  some  of  the  previously  mentioned  dreams  of 
Idea 

the  past,         attested  b-y  Ids  2 ori-espondonce 
by  records  from,  the  re^^ister  of  the  bristol  Library 
■"Society.     be  referred  often  to  ".ousseau,  llato,  and  also 
Plotinus'  project  foi-  an  ideal  common'v/ealth .     Plotinus  re- 
quested the  emperor,     --allicnus,   to  "give  him  a  ruined  city 
of  Campania,  v/hich  he  might  rebuild  and  people  with  philos- 
ophers, governed  by  the  la. is  of  "  l^-  o,  and  f  I'v^  "    vbo---  the 
city  should  be  called  Platonopolis . --^The  desi^^n' ,  says 
"outhey,    'v/OTild  certainly  have  pro  ed  imipracticable   '-n  that 
declining  and  degenerate  age. --Yet  ~'   ".'j.nnot  help  wishing 
the  experii'^ent  had  been  tried;  it  could  not  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  evil,  and  v/e  might  at  this  period  1  ave  received 
instruction  fron  the  histoi'y  of  Platonopolis  '  . "  ^ 

The  ':egister  of  the  Bristol  Library  ^-.'ociety  .vT  icb'  I 
have  mentioned,   sho,/s  where  the  poet  went  for  further  en- 
couragem.ent  and  practical  3urg<^stion,     On  l^ov.  1,  1793,  he 

1-  Letters  and  Correspondence  of  'iobert  .''outhey"p .71 

2-  "Life  of  "obert  Touthey" -^'all  r-p.l20 


too^r     .^dam  Smith' s   "  .'ealth  of  'ITat  iona"  ;  on  liov.       ,     od  's 
"rolitiGal  Justice";   on  :.ov.  ^"T',   Gilpin's  "Forest  ocenery"; 
Tnd  on  .^ec.  9,   "Folitical  Justice",       ain.     Very  evidently, 
:].e  last  nai::  -d  c  oo.l  -ic  de  a  great  imp^'ess Ion  on  him.     In  addi- 
tion to  these,   in  1792,  Brissot's  "i«ouveau  Voyage  dans  les 
^tats-Unis  de  L'  '"■^leriqiie  .'"eptentrionale "  was  translated  in- 
to ".nglish.     '.'hile  there  is  ::.o  v/ritte]i  I'ccord,   it  is  probable 
that  Southey  had  read  this  work  before  Pi-ir-rot  v/as  executed 
as  a  lirondin  in  Oct,   I'^Qo,  for  he  revered  Br  is  sot  as  his 
particular  hero  and  martyr."'' 

For  several  years  previous  to  this  time,  some  of  the 
ardent  French  republicpns,   including  Jrevecoeur  and  Olaviere 
had  been  endeavoring  to  establish  a  ■'::allo-.i.mericairie '' 
"ociety  to  establish,  closer  relations  bet\(Veen  France  and  the 
United  States  and  it  v/as  they  who  subscribed  the  funds  to 
send  Brissot  to  -.merica  to  investigate  the  opportunities  of 
the  new  country  for  Frenchmen  who  might  wish  to  invest  money 
there,  to  emigrate  thither  from  France,   or  even  to  establish 
soraev/here  in  the  regions  then  open  for  new  settlements,  a 
T  topian  colony -of  democratic  reform.ers  and  philosophers . 
BrisEot  landed  in  Boston  in  «^uly,   1788  and  thence  travelled 
thru  Connecticut,  llev/  York,  Pennsylvania,   ■  aryland,  and 
Virginia,     The  Americans  -./ere  mainly  engaged  in  agriculture, 
they  -/ere  virtuous,  and  they  ■'■^■d  a  republic.     "I'icsot  was 
so  enamored  of  all  this  that  he  planned  to  settle  v/ith  his 
./iie  in  Pennsylvania  and  sent  for  his  brother-in-la,;  to 
^oin  him.  there,  but  in  less  than  a  year,  vipon  the  ne«vs  of 
tlie  calling  of  the  States  General,  he  returned  to  France, 
1-^-^8 IDc.r,  p.lSS 
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Tl-.o\i£:h  all  i'is  schemes  for  eudgration  vvere  then  submer^.^ed 
in  the  flood  of  the  revolution,  the  book  in  v/hich  he  de- 
picted thei"'  oO  ardently  probably-  added  not  a  little  to  the 
conficence  and  enthLisiasm  of  Southey,  possessed  of  dreams 
of  his  own,   only  a  little,   if  at  all,  more  impracticable, 

Frevious  It  is  intei-esting  to  note,  however,  that  E'rissot's 
Example 

enthuisiasm  infected  others  of  his  countr'^^'iien ,  and 
several  officers  of  Lafayette's  command  v/ho  had  seen  service 
in  America,   organized  the  Asylum.  Company  on  April  22,  1794. 
In  the  previous  3''ear,  rhey  had  negotiated  v.  ith     obert  L  orris 
and  JohJi  is'lcholson  to  purchase  a  vast  tract  of  land  in  .vhat 
is  no'.v  Frar'ford  coiJT'ty,   Pennsylvania .     Thirty  hoiisf^s,  •. 
■cV-urch  and  ti.eari^e  ..ei-e  laid  out  on  "^Lt;     u:i  uuehanna .  Ihe 
beginning    .as  brave,   but  doom.ed  to  failui'e,  and  the  pi'oject 
"/vas  moribimd  v/hen  the  Du.ke  de  la    .ochef oucauld  visited  the 
locality  two  years  later,-- 

BEGIKiailOS  0?  THE  MOVEJ;IENT 
In  a  let-!  ex'  to  """oracc-  Bedford  ■■/rlt.-!  en  on  rov .  1  , 
Southey  .k'x'OuC,  i:his  \;orld  dia  buL  contain  teii  uiiOUEand 

people  of  both  sexes,  visionary  as  m.yself,  how  delightful 
wonlc    ;e  re-peoplfc   Greece,   and  turn  out  the  T'osl^,;-  .  T 
.vould  turn  crusader  and  make  a  pilgrimage  to  I'arnassus  at 
the  head  of  my  republicans  and  there  reinstate  the  m.uees 
i--  t>".eir  original  splendor,      'e    'Oulr^  builc^  cl'.n;;ic 
teeple  to  Eleutherian  Jove  from  th^e  ttuai-riet   of  .'aros-- 
replant  the  grove  of  AcademuG,  aye  and  the  gardens  of 
j]p3cur^;s,  where  your  brother  an']  ~    'ouia_  commence  r 
teacl  ers  " 

l-::^^arper-"Coleridge  and  the  .^usquehanna"  Action  9r-:.3,30 
■:^-'*allfer-p.  121 


0 


Flan  Sricl'  a  scheme  v/as  pure  fantasy,  but  a  more  sober 

of 

Cowley      suggestion  and  perhaps  possible  of  fulfillment 
came  to  him  almost  imm.ediately  as  he  './rote-"Tt   "ras  the 
favorite  intention  of  Gov/ley  to  retire  v/ith  books  to  a 
Gotta_e  in  America,  i-nd  seek  that  happiness  in  solitude 
■vhic;"^  v^:    2o^-'lr   not  find  in  society.     "j  asylum  there  .70uld 
ce  Gou^sht  for  different  reasons   (and  iio  prospect  in  life 
gi"es  me  half  the  pleasure  this  visionai*y  one  affords). 
T  •=•'-011  Id  be  pleased  to  reside  in  a  country  v;here  men' s 
abilities  v.-ould  ensure  respect;  where  society  was  upon  a 
proper  footing,  and  m.an  //as  considered  as  more  valua'-le 
thar     o-ry:   --nd  ;,]  ere  1  could  till  the  earth,  and  provide 
by  honest  industrv  the  meat  v/hich  my  wife  would  dress  v^ith 
pleasing  care--"."^ 

Flan  On  Dec.  14,   17r;o,  Jiouthey  wrote  to  tis  friend 

of 

Couthey      Bedford,   "i-iow,   farcy  orly  me  in  America;  imagine 
m.y  ground  uncultivated  since  tbe  creation,  s-nd  see  me 
..'ielding       c    -'s-y.f- ,  now  to  cut  do  /n  tbe  tree,  and  no?/  the 
snakes  that,  nestled  in  it,       •  en  see  me  grubbing  up  the 
roots,  and  building  a  nice  snug  little  dairy  v^ith  themi: 
three  rooms  ir  " cottage,  and  my  only  companion,  some 
poor  negro  whom  I  have  brought  on  purpose  to  em.ancipate. 
After  a  hard  day's  toil,   see  me  sleep  on  rusl-'es,   and,  in 
very  bad  v/eather,  take  out  .  .-y  casette  tinu  write  to  you.-- 
Do  not  im.agine  I  shall  leaTe  rhym.ing  or  philosopbizing;  so 
thus  your  friend  will  realize  the  romance  of  Cowley,  and 
even  out-do  the  seclusion  of     ousseau:   till  at  last  comes 
l-"Life  of  "obert  -ou they "-by  Dennis -p. 86 
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an  ill-lool'ing  Indian  ./ith  a  tomaha.'/l: ,  and  scalps  me, -a 

most  rnelancric'ly  proof  that  society  is   very  lad,  and  that 

T  shall  h.-^-ve  done  very  little  to  improve  it  I     "  o  vanity, 

vanity  ■•/ill   corie  from  my  lips,   and  ••■  oor  ;;-outhey  v/ill  either 

be  cooked  £or  a  oherokee  or  oysterized  by  a  tigei^''."'" 

Southey's        At  this  tire,  S  out  hey  •■v  as  engaged  to  marry 
interest 

in  America      '-'d  1 V    '.'r^'ic-'er ;  he  '  ad  not]"  ing  to  marry  upon, 
Rs  he  .vas  dependent  for  his  support  upon  the  kindness  of 
an  Au     .     "e  desired  some  means  of  gaining  a  livelihood, 
and  bis  only  experience  ''n  the  field  of  letters,  un- 

certain and  unstable  in  financial  retiirr.s.     Ihe  only 
opening  for  him  seemed  to  be  in  the  Ghurch-or  in  t\merica, 
his  revolutionary  and  hereticaj  vie-^vs  precluded  hirn  from 
the  former-and  it  -.vas  in  an  unhappy  anci  unsettled  frame  of 
m.1nd  th??t  he  journeyed  from  Bristol  (where  he  had  stayed 
se"/eral  mo"nths  to  be  near  hdith)  bad:  to  Oxford  in    'arch  1794, 

TKE  POmiATIOli  OF  PAKTISOCHACY 

Coleridge       It  v/as  there  that  an  event  of  moment  took  place, 
arrived 

Oxford      for  a  yovi..-,  of  r  ;enty-tv;o,   Gamur " 

woleridge  by  •        ,   chanced  to  arrive  and  visit  his  friend 
Robert  Allen:     Alien,   a  friend  of    iouthey's,   introduced  the 
t..'0  poets,   and  thexc  .,as  an  immediate  magnetic  attraction 
of  each  for  the  othei .       ^leridge's  course  of  life  lad  no 
direction  at  tlis  time.       earied  of  the  coD.lcge  routine, 
-iti       ^.v.ci  irst  for  adv..         o  i.t.  u-.u  ..nlisted  in  a 

regiment  of  dragoons,  under  the  name  of  Silas  vitus  Gomberbach 
(using  '  is  ov/n  initials  if  l  o  m.0i.^e).     He  made  a  poor  dragoon 
l-^^allor-p.l25 


—  T'  — 

tut  a  cood     esET'D/ce  •     He  could  not  ciare  Top  his  I'orr.e  and 

■  :  :roi:;ents  ccnspicuoiisly  well,  Vui  -  7  - •  tell  ^ood 
stories,  v/rite  letters  for  his  illiterate  companions  o.nd 
tend  the  sich.       '  ere  he  -.Yas  ■nori-_         rnd.  the  -■ir^'iri^-'  ■'■•nrier- 

■  •i''£ic.v..>.te  .as  tolerably  haw^"^  oon,  vntii  j.-e  ./as  i-oco.'"- 
nised  in  the  streets  as  a  studen'.  .  is  dischar^';e  rociired 
hy  "^is  elcei^  '•^r'~  t!'"  -  r  nnd  sone  frierfh^. ,  pnr''  Cole.  '  '"'etrr.i'nee 

L c  o •  luiux' ict^e  £ oi.iC ijiia. L  '±xi  Cti^^i^a-Ce ,   c,s  nio  esc<rt.pa.uo  -.icxij  (^y-.u^- 
^erated  ty  those  relatin5  it. 

"it"-'  t"-  i  <   1- redir' te  ■''~?c^'-ro^'--.        ■olcr1r;;e   7?r?  longing 
for  a  cL£:.n,^e  in  Liie  status  Lj_uo-aad  v.he  meeting;     ith  ,\'outhey 
v/as  fraught  with  ^-reat  possibilities   .     "It  .vas  like  the 

magnet  to  ^  "      .   c:.         ;  ,  '  iider  to  the  r-p-h-^'*-.  ; 

inflamed  spirits  lost  no  time  i:^  setting;  each  OThtjr  afire, 
'Allen  is  v/ith  us  daily',  writes  Southey,    'and  his  friend 

fron    Jambridge,    'Joleridge  is  of  rrost  unconunon  merit 

-of  i.he  strongest  genius,  the  clearest  judgment,  the  best 
heart ' . " - 

hen  Colt-ridge  eoon  left  to  go  on  a  //alking  tour  thru 
■■  aler:  ,  he  v/rote  to  J^outhey,  proclaiming  his  dissatisfaction 
with  University  life.     Southey  was  of  the  sam^e  m.ind  and 
left  Cxford  wit  .aiting  for  bis  degree.     On  the  return 

of   .ioleridge,  the  two  new  friends  met  sjid  sojourned  at 
;:ristol.     ihere  they  met  R  obert  Lovell,  a  "uaker  and  also 
a  poet,'  vvbo  was  soon  to  marry  one  of  the  si:"    '  ioker  sisters. 
In  due  course  of  time,   Uoleridge  further  allied  himself  to 
Southey  and  Lovell,  by  likevvise  asking  a  Fricker  to  be  his 
l-"£.  T.  Coleridge"-Campbell-p.30 
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life  partiier-- ' ara'  '' c'^oice. 

Cf  GOVti-se    ;  outi'.ey  introauced  his  dreams  of  an  ideal 
conm:unity,  a  new  Utopia,  and  Coleridge  v/as  enthusiastic  in 
'■is  support  of  tT-6   .     '.^osether  i"!  "y    r tp-nri  f^ri  to  work  out 

a  practical  plan,  and  the  result  was  i-antisocracy  The 

name  denotes  the  equal  ^o vernrrient  of  all .     /.Hied  to  this 
Pantisocracy  was  P.spheter isi",  .v"l:lah  meant  the  (generalization 
of  individual  property. 

THE  CHOIC;]  OP  ICA 
■'"  '"outhey's  ,^Rze  ./as  to'/ard  ivmerica,   ./e  knov/, 
'.  rerefore  it  m;-jy  be  interes tini^-  and  pertinent  to  read  of 
Coleridre's  opinion  of  America.     In  '"ccllcn  XII  of  his 
:  Gsays--.L-   .edited  i..  dau,'diter  one  rnay  ...  oaci,       .  itish 

America  is  Zngland   ;Yith  elhovv  room,  and  doubly  free.''-- 

claimerj,  moreover:   tlat  there   vere  three    •'^'^nt  "■'.'^•nts"  in 
.  ...xiCc.       .  t  first  was  an  "absence  of  aoJ'.:.L   wO  ...I'ty  in 
tke  mass  from  the  abundance  of  productive  space  relatively 
to  the  pom-' lat1  on . "       '   •  piecond  vas  "In  tbe  mind  of  the 
people       ^n.-  ov,c  o.. ox- aL-sci-;;o  ux  pi-ej,uai  ..c  clor:in^ 
the  avenues  of  truth",  and  his  t]::ird  observation   /as  re- 
^Krdir..'-  the  state  of  society,   Jhere  one  found  the  "absence 
of       uiviliiiut ion  bminacy  &nd  cori'uptness  aiiln  to 

of  the  Aonian  ■:;:mpire  in  its  decay;   sophistication  -in 

^^a-terp  of  intellect  and  taste  a  feeble  f p st idious-^ess 

\i.  io^.  contracts-  'che  mental  physiognomy  iiibO  a  perpetual 
sneer,  and  spreads  sucli  a  chilling  atiitosphere ,  that  friends 
e'er  n  compact  i'o  coricef-.l  \ch  c'  vc-vr  T>r_v- 

•"' ^         '  lazit.c   covfcj.'le '•  ox  '  less 


# 
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■nolitene^s   (pp  ^'       '  .jlar.d).     J-  Izb  ,   in  conseq;  of 

t:..i£  i.ap..      .;anv  of  iiltr?.- 3 ;  , 

finerient,  moral  '.ties  ai^e  more  hii^Ll;,  .  • 

;  1 

c.  joleric'i^f  :0-?o  .  orge 

■  ■k''  of  the  same  essajs 

jrica 

leave  of  ricans  and  ray  f  a ther  '  vS  ,  opinio: 


:  aniards .     '  ashinptor  ..  a=  ;'0  li^ 


cter.     'e  alcn^  entfr 

Is  prvieii^iuenoe  oi'  ,  " 

of  1/  !  e-rj.  hero*  -  , 

■■  ■  p  1  0  .  .cofnir:  rl  celebrated  by        .  ather , 

..•j.'O  wrote  on  having  seen  Greonou  "  •       tatue  c  >~~ 
<■    n  Goulci  :!C  feeJ  o  cD.ot  o  of     ortal  passion  had 

■  ~vo?.t:'v  bere  iclep.lized  in 
.  ble,  ano  t.b.at  tljfc  soul  naa  risen  aoove  tj^e  strife  of  self - 
./ill,  and  the  tuTrrult  of  human  frailties  into  the  serene 
atinos;"  of  ("     ■       "d  of  Ibristi^'"  ^  -■•c.'-^  ,^'^'^ 

i'Tom  i^oler lake's  contribution  to 'the    .. at cbjiian  '  are 
culled  these  v/orcs  under  the  heading  of  The  ^iraerican  States . 
n-..  „         heen  our  o^-'-  'or,   f'-rif  v  ■    "be  people  are 

1-  ':.3  3ays " -Colerid^^e-i.' . Ix^sVi 

2-  "  "  -p.lxxx 
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ov ern:me nt '   i'n   ^■■  -:rics,  .^^ov^-  t  in 

be'Cber  L..ian  txLe  people."'' 

It  is  evident  that  Coleridge  had  inquired  v/idely  into 
the  further  pract5.".pl  tiri-rr'tP'-^cr  of   \^-.^t^' c ?.?ir'  after  being 
infected  cy  .^outhey'b  luoa,  he  seemed  to  take  the  initiative 
and  outstrip  the  former  in  his  zeal--!'e  records  in  his  "Fio- 
^raphi  pis  ties,"  ti'-^"^  v^c^^  '"outhey's  enthusia?"  ^  ^  ■-■p-io^n- 

mendation  he  read  God</in's     lOlitical  Justice,  " 

JHOIC:  AKNA 
,To?c  '  z'^'  '  •''^  *'  emini scene es  of  Colerid^^e  and 

ooutheyi'  maintains  that  uhe  hanks  of  the  :;usquehanna  v/ere 
decided  upon  as  the  goal  of  the  adventures  hecavise  of  its 
.^L-L..,  .      -ve.^-,''  hardly  pi^obable,  sirice 

lave  been  heara  about  that  locality  previous  to 
v/e  have  previously  mentioned,  the  French 
emigre:;         'i- £   .'.sylum  company  established  their  colony 
tlere  in  April,   1794,  because  of  "".'issot's  glowing  report. 

'  1  en       .  Joseph  Priestley  had  settled  in  I  orthu.Therland 
r  ennsylvania ,  near  the  Susquehanna  three  yeai-s  earlier  than 
this,  in  1'791.     Fe  had  returned  to  England,  but  was  willing 
to  ventu  -e  forth  af^ain  vvith  t'ris  new  land,  as  his  name  v-as 
on  the  list  o-  M-r;. .     "  is  persona  l  ey.i.>crience  imist  h.-vt 

V&-6        •   "  t. 

eport  of      '  o^''e  years  previously,   in  IVS""^,     illiam  Cooper, 
.  .mer  ican 

Agent  ..a Li. or  of  James  j'enimoi'e   'Joop'  i-,  "Li....a  iou.-Cic-d 

Cooper stov/n  on  Lake  Ctsego,  the  headvvaters  of     '  ""Msque- 

hanna  and  had  acquired  vest  tracts  of  lynd  in  that  vicinity 

v/hich  he  exploited  foi-  hiai/^  vc-a^  u  as  a  j-^,.  oa'o  I'eal  estate 

1-" -.ss ays  ''-Coleridge-p.l69 
^-"biographical  'Epistles"  "ol .  IT-n  .704 
3-P.16 
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venture.     It  is  possible  that  Coleridge  had  met  one  of  these 
agents  for  he  wrote  to     Houthey  on  -.ept.  6,  1794,  ":^very 
ni-ht  I  meet  a  most  intelligent  young  man  who  has  spent  the 
last  five  years  of  his   life  in  America  and  is  lately  come 
from  thence  as  an  agent  to  sell  ln.nd--^  e  says  2000  pounds 
v/ill  do;  that  he  dorbts  not  v/e  can  contract  for  our  passage 
under  400  pounds;    .l.:.t  ..e  shall  buy  the  land  a  great  r^enl 
cheaper  when  we  arrive  in  /.merica  than  we  could  do  in 
-ngland;  t>-t  twelve  men  may  easily  clear  300  acres  in  4  or 
5  months;  ana  that,  for  ,  600,  a  thousand  acres  may  be  cleared 
and  houses  built  on  them.       .    recommends  the  Susquehanna, 
fp: -■  ---^  excessive  beauty  and  its  security  from  hostile 
Indians.     rJvery  possible  assistance  will  be  given  us;  .ve 
m.ay  get  credit  for  the  land  for  ten  years  or  r.iore  as  we 
settle  upon,     ^^hat  literary  ch.aracters  make  money  there, 
etc.  etc.     -  e  never  saw  a  bison  in  his  life,  but  has  heard 
of  therri;-  — The  mosquitoes  are  not  so  bad  as  our  gnats;  and, 
after  you  have  been  there  a  little  while,  they  don't  trouble 
you  much. 

VhLCi  OF  THE  PLAN 

-'ith  each  acquisition  of  additional  inf ormiat ion, 
Coleridge's  enthusiasm  increased.     u:.ly  a  fe..  days  after 
writing  the  preceding  letter  to  Southey,  he  addressed  the 
follo.^ing  .ores  to  his  partner  in  the  venture;  dating  them 
at  ten  o'clock  on  Thursday  morning,  Lopt.  lo. 
Coleridge's       "-ell,  my  dear  ,?:outheyl     I  am  at  last  arrived 
^Couthe^  at  resus(   oollege).     hy  0- I  how  tumultuous 

are  the  movements  of  my  heart  I     c.ince  I  quitted  this  room 
l-''I  ife  r-;nd  Correspondence  of  ^obert  F'>outhey"-p  .74 
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,/hat  and  ho.v  important  events  have  been  evolved'.  >i'iericai 

L-outheyl     :  i:-  "    .  rickerl  Jrantisocracy  I     QY  I     I  shall  have 

such  a  scheme  of  iti     :y  head,  my  heart  are  all  alive.  I 
'  ave  dravvn  up  my  arguments  in  battle  ari-ay;  they  Sjiall  have 
the  tactician  excellence  of  the  mathematician,  v/ith  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  poet,       j-he  head  shall  be  the  mass;  the 
■-eart  tv  e  fiery  spirit  that  fills,   informs,  and  agitates 

the  whole  '^aldv;ell  has  been  laughing  at  me.     Ijp  1  arose, 

ter-^?"Me  in  reasoning.  ''c  I'led  froin  r-e .  -e  told  me  that 
tl:e;  sLi^eriQC.-  oi  i'ly  iiria^ina oion  haa  intoxica.tea  i-eason, 
and  that  the  acuteness  of  my  reason  had  given  a  directing 
i  .        '-ce  to  my  imagination," 

-■it  tiiis  point,   it  may  be  of  value  to  see  the  prime 
mo'^ers  of  the  venture  thru  the  eyes  of  the  book-seller, 
.  r  .  Joseph  Cottle ,  v/h o  'vas  so  incl i s p er. s ah  1  e  to  t>e''',  and 
v/-,  ose  criticism  holds  particular  interest  because  li.e  was 
himself  only  twenty-three  at  the  time, 

lovell  f  'P!  r^lor.r:  of  the  year,  1794,  a  clever  young 

describes 

the  plans         ^an,ox   the  society  of  I'riends,   of  the  name  of 
obert  Iove].l,    .ho  had  mari*ied  a  liiiss  Fricker,   informed  me 
^■•''■■t  a  fe.Y  friends  of  1  is  from  Cxfoi^d  and  Cam.bridgc,  -vith 
.-ix'iself,  v/ere  about  to  sail  to  r-.merica,  and,   on  the  banks 
of  uhe  fusquehanna,  to  form  a  social  Colony,   in  ,;i'ich  there 
./ss  to  be  a  comrminity  of  property,   and    ,here  ■        f  ' t  v/as 
selfish  v.'as  to  be  proscribed,     I.one,  ho  said  ;*eie  oo  be  ad- 
mitted to  tteir  num.ber  but  tried  and  incorruptible  character 

're   "e"-^  r  nite  assurer"  i- --^r"!  '  i' -   friends  would  be 

able  to  realize  a  state  of  society  free  xrom  the  turmoils 

l-"Iife  and  Correspondence  of  Pobert  "^ou  they  "-p.  "74 
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t'-at  then  agitated  the  """or Id,   and  i  o  presf-^  -  -"^ -^le  of 

the  eminence  to  Yhich  men  might  arrive  imder  Lliese  unres- 
trained principles.  ..s  paid  me  the  com.pliment  of 
saying  that          o-nirl  be  happy  to  include  ...^  i--  select 
assemblage  ./ho,  under  a  state  which  he  called  Jr'antisocracy, 
v/ere,  he  hoped,   to  regenerate  the  whole  complexion  of  so- 
ciet^'-;  and  that,  not  by  es tablishi-^^  ^  ormal  la,<3, 
excluding  all  the  little  deteriorating  passions,  injustice, 

'.vrath,  anger,   clam-or,   and  evil  speaking',  thereby 

setr.i_.:^  o.ii  k^xai-x^le  of  '"■uman  Perfectability' . 

Cottle  is       "Young  as  I  vv-as,   I  suspected  there  was  an  old 
skeptical 

■'nd  intractsb]e  leav-e-n  in  hurian  -nature  that 
v/ould  ef  f  t Gtuai,  ly  x'ru.strate  ta.cse  aix'v  s ciiovuos  of  happiness, 
Y/hich  had  been  projected  in  every  age,  and  always  with  the 
same  result. 

"'Hov;  uo  "Ov.i  fjo? '   saic.     .  ■  .  •      t^nd  ardcnu  f I'iend 

instantly  replied,    ^^ie  freight  a  sliip  carrying  v/itV'  us 
■cloii-i^s  and   ot'"er  l^nle^entr  o:!'  "  ■■^rh.'^^dr-Tr t  __t  forbore  all 
rexv^i-encGs  to  the  accui-.ulauioii  Ox'  Ciiix  iJuluios  to  ue  sur- 
mounted, and  merely  inquired  who  v/ere  to  compose  his  company, 
Fe  said  tj  at  orly  four  had  as  yet  absolutely  en-ac-ed  in  the 
enterprise;  Sam.uel  xaylor  Coleridge,  from  wambi-idtje ;  i  in  whom 
I  imderstood  the  plan  to  have  originated:)     ^  obert  Southey 
and.  '^-oor -"e  '  i.Tne  t ,   f.rom.  Oxford  ,  and  T"  imself  .    '   el  1 1  1  re- 
plita,  o  you  £iet  sail.  ..ibv^fcred,    '  \  e.         ortly .  ' 

"'.ne  norning,  shortly  after,   1  obert  Lovell  called  on 
■  "      '?nd   5  nt'r'od-!-!  -^p-d   "  oh*^  r-i*   "or  f"  e"'''.  ----v'     - -i  1  1    i-""-.      -*  -or-'e  r  "  o"' 

'..e  eiTa-Cea,  produced  on  .lio  '     you.  .         Ij.,  ci^xiixiei 

l-"r;eminiscences  "  -Cottle-p  ,2 


r 


countenaiice    .  '      ,  '  » 

"l  must  no.v  ii.ake  s.  brief  reference  go    -eo  - 
o  in  this  epidemic  deliiP"'  is  sanction  to, 

.  10 j  tie 

3 1  fi'5">  ?^  e  r  cm r  s  e  t  sh  i  r'e  f  b.V'^\  er , 

he  ^  Iv 

j1  -trr^    .  13  rai.rsiiit 


-iviFjt'  deoi 


.^/lor  uolerid 

i-l                          ristol,   0..^  'OPt  convenient 

--x'e  iio  ./as    uO     .;sicle  uut  a  cj._oi't   Gii.it^  u6±  o.L  e  Lii 

■  is  friends  a 

':       '    .       '^bert  I,o-'eii  L^odiic        _  .       .    .    '.  > 

■' .:  p.  '-.c,  tj.„   vc      ■                  joil-  '•'     -acter;  exhibiting 

J           ;    J   T.  bro.  ,  ,       dicative  of 

c  i  ipreiaioi.  'ssoect.  

"I  introduc  aD   intelligent  friends,  and 

tance  cibcaiiiC  progi-esa ively  bxtended,  and  Lheir  cooie' 
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covete''  .         "            'is  nov/  favoi'fc^d  as  a  pleasant  I'esidenoe , 

j.r^ed,  ':ion 

ova^,.,                           "  ■  0.  - 

anta^es  of  Fantisoc          Joi-mea  one;  ox    t"  ^ing 

t^evries  of  ?^i^?ation,"  

.  L  cx  v^i  ol..^  1  excite  riei'ei-        innocent  smile  in  the 

inf ormaticn 

from  Lovell        reader  at  the  extravagance  of  a  yoLithful  and 
g.rde^t  -ninr-!  ^  e  If-arns  that  ^"Q-rert  Lovell  stated  with 

^x  cat     i^j.  _OLu^:iess ,  tha^,       .  inutest  calculation, 

^uiry  amon^;  practical  men,  the  demand  on  thel  or 
:  -.■ :  ■■    :ot  e7:ceed  t=*;o  Vov-rs  a  c)  av ;  th^t  is  for  the  t>rochac- 
tion  01   a-.. s gIuuc  ric- joc.' f^ai'ies  ,  .   l'wisuj.''0  z  x  on-y. inm^ 

devoted,  in  convenient  fractions,   to  the  extension 
of  t'-eir  domain,  "oy  rn'-o^ tratin.r  the  sti^rdy  trees  of  the 
forest,  v/here   'lo;.    ..ic.  to^j',  w^iuiiout  cost,    /ould  suj. ly 
their  cheerful  winter  fire;  and  the  trunirs  when  cut  into 
plar.hs,  v/ithou.t  ary  other  expense  than  their  own  pleasant 
laoor,  woulu  x'oi'ru  uhe  sties  for  their  pigs,  and  the  linnies 
for  their  cattle,  and  the  barns  for  their  produce;  reserving 
treir  choicest  tivters  foi'  their  o.vn  comfortable  lo._  rL.ell- 
in^s ,     ^ut  af  ter  every  claim  that  might  De  made  on  their 
rnanual  labor  had  been  discharged,  a  large  portion  of  time 

o'-ild.  "t  *J !!   revT'r^  i  n  for  their  o.-vn  ind  ividual  pursuits,  so 
that  ti-oj'  .'  ight  i-ead,   conver.'je,   ana  even  write  books." 

DI?FIGULTI?:S  Ih  .  ATH 

Eeautiful  as  t "at  ;?nticl potion  'night  be,  ho-rever ,  the 
first  and  immediate  obstacle  to  be  surmounted  ,vas  tl  e  need 
of  money.     Previous  to  this  time.   Sou they  had  been  supported 
1  - ' ' " '  e  ri  1  n  1  p  c  o  n  c  !^  r  "  -  C  o  1 1 1  e  -  p .  6 


-16- 

by  t>^e  larp-esre  oT  a  '/.'ealo'- y  Aim  ;  ,  rii-r,  bnt  she 

....  c.  :..o  G^jinpatl  y  .vit]:  the  propoeed  acivcntui'e  ano.  even  turned 
Couthey  oiit  of  her  house  into  the  I'ai.-i  on  Get.   1",  when  he 
•••eveal'^d  "is  plans  to  ".    ■-• .       '-en  hoi^h  '■;ole.i.'ir",q:e  and  "oi^.they 
engaged  to  aeii  ver  a  course  oi'  lec  uures ;  each  speaking  on 
alternate  evenings  to  raise  money.     Each    .as  to  ;/rite  as 
•'■■'.^2'^'  poetr^;  -  r.  -Qossible  for    ■  -  rli ai^"' o  : ,   ^nn       .  o'tle 
promised  to  help  them  as  fai-  as  /.e  coula. 

Disagreement      Another  difficulty  or  difference  of  opinion 
on  Slavery 

ai'Ot  e_,  v/hich  caused  iroich  heated  correspondence.     "  iss  'I'TlGr 
had  a  nefvo  servant  called  3Lad.     7.e  had  endeared  himself 
to  both    Coleridge  and  Sou they  and  they  planned  that  he 
shoul  them,  but  they  lYer'^  ■  oi:  agreed,  as  to  v/hat  his 

status  sIjouM  be.     "outhey  evidently  intended  that  Shad  con- 
tinue as  a  servant  .        .oleridge  felt  there  should  be  no 
servants,  and  continued  in  the  letter  from  which  I  have  quoted 
above  v/ith  these  vvords  underscored — "Shad  goes  vvlth  us.  I-e 
is  my  brother .  ""^Then,   in  the  letter  v/ritten  to  Southey  on 
Get.  21,   one  reads"!  was  vexed  and  alarmed  by  your  letter 
concerning       .   and  i"rs.    ;obei'ts,  ,  little  Gally-- 

"id's  child:  ...     ;  educated  as  ours,  and  the  education 

-1':.     "         "    m  v/ill  he  such  as  to  I'ender  them  incapable 

01  blushing  ant  of  it  in  their  parents.  Let  the-ii. 

dine  v/ith  us  -e  t:^eated  '..-ith  a^.  -•'i?-'!'  f:;  v,nlit--  as  th.ev 

/oul"     *-'•,..■  ■        .  l..ho*-   -Oi.-  eir 

cation  has  fitted  them.  Southey  should  not  itten 

t]'ie  sente-^ce- ( suairestin^-  thpt  thsre  be  ser  '  he  c?j. . 

.  i-cc^r-   ■  '   ■  "  ■  .  '    '^ocracy  1l.  J.;..pi-L-  c  I i.: able, 

1-Goleridge-  'letters"  Vol  ,'^-p,B2 
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but  3  and  '--eli  is  not  a  necessary  inference.""'" 

Duties         Thereu     ^  fo'L?.o.;s  the  practi:al  suggestions  of 
of  t,T:.e 

'.'omen      Colei*-'  o  neces.  ..^  vant  class 

may  be  obviatec  .      .1  is  passa^,e  also  reveals  nis  ideas  of  the 

jusehold  management  to  "ce  instituted,   in  an  interesting 
light.  .    .   -ovell  .       -  ^v.--.  ^ 

can  at  least  prepare  the  food  or  simplicity  for  us.     Let  the 
married   voTne'"  do  onl^r    'bat  is  absolutely  convenient  ar^'^  'irs- 
to....._-^    .0.-    px'j^:.:..  I..  ./o::iw-  01-    •:i'.x--  ..£  .     ^^et  the  husbaiio  ^.11 
the  rest, -and  -.vhat  will  that  be?    ".'ashing  v/ith  a  machine,  a'nd 
cleaning  the  house.     One  hour's  addition  to  our  daily  labor, 
::.nc.  rantisocracy  in  its  most  perfect  sense  is  practicable. 
That  the  greater  part  of  our  female  companions  should  have 
the  tasb  of  ^pternal  exertion  at  the  same   time  is  very  im.- 
probable,  ^x.cu^^ht  it  v/ere  to  happen,  an  infant  is  almost 

al.vays  sleeping,  and  during  its  slumbers,   tlie  m.other  may,  in 
the  sam^e  room,  perform  the  little  offices  of  ironing  clothes 
or  miaking  shirts."" 

'.'omien  not        -^en  though  their  duties  have  thus  been  made 
in  full 

Accord  pi?:' in,  tbe  women  v/hile  entirely  neces8a.ry 

(as  only  iriax-rioo.  people  v/ei-e  to  go)  appeal'  t.o  have  been  some- 
vvbat  of  an  handicap,   and  in  this  sam.e  letter,  Coleridge  writes - 
"■^■;-t  tbe  hearts  of  the  ■."omen  are  not  all   v'ith  us.        c"'o  believe 
that  "Jdith  a"nd  f?.arah  ( i'l  icker )  ai-e  exceptions,  but  do  even  they 
know  the  bill  of  fa-^-e  for  the  day, -every  duty  that  will  be  in- 
oi;r'-b'ent  upon  them?" 

The  subjects  of  r  '  rviturie  and  ./omen  v;ere  evidently  dis- 
cussed tnroughout  the  fall,  for  in  liov.   (1794)  Coleridge 

1-Coleridc-e  "Letters  '  vol.  I-p.90 
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again  v/rote  to  Soutliey  in  part,   as  folic rs,   "'  y  feeble  and 
exhausted  heart  regards  .vith  a  criminal  indifference  the 

introduction  of  servitude  into  our  society;  but  oxen  and 

'  orses  possess  not  intellectual  appetites,  nor  the  pov/ers 
of  acquiring  them.      .'e  are,  therefore,   justified  in  employing 
their  labor  to  our  o.vn  benefit:  mind  hath  a  divine  right  of 
sovereignty  over  body,   out  who  shall  rare  transfer  'from  man 
to  brute'   to   'from  man  to  r.&n,'     ';^;o  be  employed  in  the  toil 
of  the  field  vvhile  we  are  pursuin^^  philosophical  studies-- 
can  earldons  or  emperor-ships  l:o-;.s"c  so  huge  an  inequalityv 

 A  v/illing  slave  is  tie  v/orst  of  slaves'.     Besides,  I 

must  c'7n  myself  incapable  of  perceiv1n;T  even  the  tem.porary 
convenience  of  o>e  proposed  innovation.       _he  men  co  not 
v/ant  assistance,  at  least,  none  that  Shad  can  particularly 
^'i'-e;  and  to  tie  -./omen-.'/hat  assistance  can  little  Sally, 
the  vvife  of     had,  give  more  than  any  other  of  our  married 
women'':     Is  she  to  have  no  dom^estic  cares  of  her  Ov/nV  llo 
house';     :  o  husband  to  provide  for?     i  o  children?  Because 

:  •.       '     i\-  .      ;berts  are  not  likely  to  have  children,   I  see 
less  objection  to  their  accom-panying  us.     Indeed,  indeed, 
"outhey,   T  am  fearful  that  In s'- ington' s  prophecy  m.ay  not  be 
alto-gether  vain.     'l^our  system,  Coleridge,  appears  strong 
to  the  liead  and  lovely?"  to  the  heart,  but  depend  upon  it, 
you  v/ill  never  give  yo-^--  women  sufficient  strength  of  mind, 
liberality  of  hearu,   or  vigilance  of  attention,     "hey  will 
spoil  it . '  ■'  ~ 

As       f"^  additional  problems  of  r  e -"'i/'-" -^r  '^rry  fem.inine 
opposition  arose  the  original  difficulty  of  lac:  of  capital 
1-Goleridge  "Letters"  ^."ol.  l-p.96 
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had  not  been  surmounted.     Tie  literary  endeavors  had  not 
brought  adequate  returns.  r  there  \ios  r  possibility  of 

a   var  with   \rnerica  under  discussiori,   1.'-;    ;-'iich  event  it 
might  be  necessary  to  sail  from  ''r'amburg ;  and  even  then  there 
/as  the  risk  of  being  searched  on  a  neutral  ve3sel--another 
prop  to  the  objections  of  ':he  women. 

THE  PROPOSED  OOLOIjY  IK  •/ALES 
"Vhat  should  t'  ey  do?       fc-outhey  offered  a  solution- 
".'hy  not  establish  a  colony  in  "ales?     Similar  advantages 
cou.ld  be  derived  and  the  expense  and  inconvenience  of 
travel  be  avoided. 

Coleridge  -eluctantly  Coleridge  acceded  and  on  a  r.'onday 

acceded 

reluctantly  morning,  in  Dec. (1794)  wrote  to  Southey  as 
f  ollo.Ys  :  "."^outhey,  I  must  tell  you  that  you  appear  to  m.e 
to  v/rite  as  a  man  ./ho  it.  ..j\.ary  of  the  ./orld  because  it 

accords  not  with  his  ideas   of  perfection          -or  God's  sake, 

my  dear  fellov/,  tell  me  what  v/e  are  to  gain  by  taking  a 
■"elsh  farm.     Remember  the  principles  and  proposed  conse- 
quences of  Pantisocracy ,  and  reflect  in  what  degree  tbey 
are  attainable  by  Coleridge,   '  outhey,  Lovell,  Burnett  and 
uom.pany;  some  five  m.en  going  partners  to-gether.     In  the 
next  place,   supposing  that  v/e  have  proved  the  preponderating 
utility  of  our  a spheterizing  in  "^ales,   let  us  by  our  speedy 
and  united  inquiries  discover  the  sum  of  money  necessary, 
./hether  such  a  farm,  with  so  very  large  a  ho\Ase  is  to  be 
procured  without  launching  our  frail  and  unpiloted  bark 
on  a  rough  sea  of  anxieties.     Cow  ;iiuch  is  necessary  for 
the  maintenance  of  so  large  a  f amily-eighteen  people-  for 
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a  year,  at  least? 

■'I  have  read  my  ob.nections  to  Lovell-If  he  has  not  ansv/ered 
them  altogether  to  my  fullest  conviction,  he  has,  hov/ever, 
shown  me  the   vretchedness  that  \;ould  fall  on  the  majority 
of  our  party  from,  any  dela^r,   in  so  forcible  a  li^ht,  that 
if  300  pounds  be  adequate  to  the  commencement  of  the  system, 
(•.vhich  I  very  much  doubt),   I  am  most  willing  to  give  up  all 
my  viev;s  and  embark  immediately  v;ith  you. 

"If  it  be  determined  that  we  go  to  .  ales,    (for  v/hich  I 
give  my  vote)   in  v;hat  time?     l.'rs .  Lovell  thinks  it  impossible 
that  v;e  shou.ld  go  in  less  than  three  months.     If  this  be  the 
case,  I  v/ill  accept  of  the  reporter's  Dlan  to  the  'Telegraph', 
live  upon  a  guinea  a  weelc,  and  transmit  the  balance.""'' 

.    'p-y  B^Gim'.im  op  te:^:  knd 

Financial      ..t  the  '  - of  three  months,  nevertheless,  tl^.ey 
condition 

had  had  not  realized  their  hope,  and  the  next  ripring. 

Dame  Fortune  had  not  seen  fit  to  shower  wealth  on  the  ideal- 
istic adventurers,  nor  yet  even  the  small  amount  necessary 
for  their  daily  sustenance,  and  :•.  r ,  iJottle  records  their 
financial  plight.    "The  solicitude  I  felt,   lest  these  young 
and  ardent  geniuses  should  in  a  disastrous  hOLir,  and  in 
their  mistaken  apprehensions,   comjnit  themselves  in  th.is 
their  desperate  undertaking,  was  happily  dissipated  by 

r.   L'Oleridge  applying  for  the  loan  of  a  little  c;ash--to 
pay  the  voyager's  freight?  or  passage?     IIo  lodgings .  i.ever 
did  I  Ifnd  money  "".n*th  such  unm.ingled  pleasure;  for  row  T 
ceaat  d  uo  be  "  .d  night  and  o ay  v/ith  the  cpectre  of  the 

ship  I  the  sliipl  ivhich  '-/as  to  effect  such  incalculable  mischief 
1-Ooleridg-e  "T>etters"  Vol.  I-p.l22 
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Tl^e  forn.  of  the  request  was  the  following: 
' .  y  clear  oir  : 

Can  jou  conveniently  lend,  me  5  pounds  as  v/e  v/ant  a 
little  moie  than  4  pcu-^/'?5  to  up  our  lodging  bill, 

v/hich  is,   indeed,  mud"  .  i^^her  thpj         expected :  seven 
v/eeks  and  Burnet's  lodging  for  12  weeks,  amounting  to  11 
pounds , 

Yours  affectionately, 

S.  T.   Ooleridge  ' 
"i,o-./'  an  effectual  barrier  manifestly'-  interposed  to  save 
tliem  from  destruction.     And  though  their  romantic  plan 
might  linger  in  their  minds.   It  ./as  impossible  not  to  be 
assured  th.at  their  strong  good  sense  would  eventually 
dissipate  their  delusion'.'"^ 

-  outhey  Yo  chan;;e        ;;";lnno  ,vas  Tnentloned,  ho  iever, 

invited  to 

travel  in        until  '..olcriage  r/rote  a  letter  to  outhey 
Portugal 

in  the  following  Oct.     In  the  meantime, 

''o^'tT-ey  ]' 9r       ce  "'''er'  p.^^  irivit-tion  from  hir  ur-cle  the 

■v    .  l.-eruert  I.lll,  t.hat  he  accompany  himi  on  a  trip  to 

I'ortugal  for  six  months,  and  he  accepted.     lhat  sounded 

the  death  knell  o±    .  - T^t""  ■■oC'-^'^'Cy  f-nd  threatened  to  destroy 

forever,  the  friendship  ox'  the  t./o  chief  promoters. 

.  PANTICOGRACy  ABANDOKNED 

ooleridge  ..  ..  ^,(1795)   Coleridge  married  Mss  ^arah 

married 

. richer,  and  settled  ina cottage  at  Clevedon, 
"a  village,  happily  on  the  banks,  not  of  the  cusquehanna, 
but  "^T^e  '"everr."  sccording  to  ^r.  Cottle."       1.^.  "  >" 'tor 
friend  implies  thst  Coleridge  had  also,  by  r.o;/,  abandonned 
his  cherished  plans  "by  im.plication  rather  than  by  direct 

^em.iniscences"   Jot  tie -p.  8 
2-  "  ^       -p. 29 


avo-'/pl" ,  h^Tt         ,      _       vll  -  o-n  .rote 

to  iiiiii  at  great  lengti    on  .L'ridfc.^  jiioming,  i. oy •  IL, -  t-j.e  cay 
Irefore  Southey'n  departure,  and,   incidentally,  the  day  be- 
fore ."outbc-,    ■  p.r  ':-':^r-^lGd   r=;cretly  to  '         ^  ( -ry  cr>  ""e 
left  st  the  cLiii  cl.  c  oor  to  .take  the  stage  coaci    for  r almouth. ) 

Ooleridge       Ii:  '  '  is  loi         ■  ■  exl  aiistive  miscl"e  Coleridge  re- 

bla!i:es 

-^^ ■■!-■'- ey        "1         f'-e  ■  story  o  tl  c-r>p,--.o  cy  bitterly 

3x  i  . J-  for  j^'la^" xng  traitor  lo  the  cause  .vhich  both 

ban  espoused  so  ardently,  as  he  also  v/rites  an  unparalleled 
eul^^^  .       :;v.ti  c;  ,    '  ' —ve  lost  friends  due  to  o^.i'--'  -^i.ary 
neglect,  but  ;you  ax-e  lost  to  me  because  you  are  lose  to 
virtue.     As  this  v/ill  probably  be  the  last  time  I  shall 
"  r".^-^.  occasion  to  address  you,   1  ..ill  begin  at  the  beginning 

and  regularly  retrace  your  conduct  and  my  own,  In  the 

month  of  Jur-e,  17r4,   ^  first  became  acquainted  v/ith  your 
person  and  character.     Before  I  quitted  Oxford,  ''^  had 
struck  out  the  leading  features  of  a  pantisocracy .  Vhile 
on  m.y  journey  through   Vales,  you  invited  me  to  Bristol 
v/itr   the  full  hope  of  realizing  it.     JXiring  my  abode  at 
Bristol  the  plan  was  m.atured,  and  I  returned  to  Cambridge 
hot  ini  the  anticipation  of  that  happy  season  ■.•hen  we  should 
remove  the  selfish  principle  from  ourselves  and  prevent  it 
in  our  children;  by  an  abolition  of  property;  or  in  whatever 
respects  this  might  be  impracticable  ,  by  sucl]  a  similarity 
of  property  as  .vould  a.rount  to  a  moral  sameness,  and  answer 
all  the  purposes  of  abolition,     Ilor  were  you  less  zealous, 
and  thought  and  expressed  your  opinion,  that  if  any  man 
embraced  our  system,  he  must  comparati\'ely  disregard  his 
father  and  m.other  and  v/ife  and  children  and  bi'ethren  and 
l-"Pemini^'cences "  Cottle-p.78 
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sisters,-Yea  and  his  ov/n  life  also,   or  he  couldn't  be  our 
disciple,  

"!four  letter  to  I-ovell  in  answer  to  sone  objection  of 
mine  to  the    .elsh  scheme,  was  tr^e  fii'st  tiding  that  alarmed 
--,e--I  vvro^e  you  a  friendly  reproof,  and  in  my  own  mind 
o-tpi'^nter'  tl  1  ^-  ^iv  fnr.tcr  rtylf'  to  your  earnest  desires  of 
realii:.ing  our  ^mii,  and  the  angry  pain  which  you  felt  i-vhen 
any  appeared  to  oppose  or  defer  its  execution.     !!ov/ever,  1 
came  ovc-v  to  your  opinions  of  tl'e  utility,   and,   in  Ci-ivi'r.e , 
tl  e  duty  of  rehearsin^;:  our  sclieme  in    'ales,  and  so,  i-e  looted 
the  offer  of  "being  established  in  tie  J.arl  of  Buchan '  s  family- 

"""e  comriienced  lectui'in^.     "hortly,yju  be^, rr     o       r^f  in 
your  conversations  from  those  broad  principles  in  v/hich  pan- 
tisocracy  originated--!  opposed  you  \jith  vehemence, --and  once 

confessed  to  ^'^-^  ti-Pt  -^-ou  had  ncted  v/rong.     But  you  re- 
lapsed; your  manner  became  cold  and  gloomy,  and  plead.ed  v/ith 
increased  pertinacity  for  the    /isdom  of  making  Self  an  un- 
r'-^-'ergiM^   .bntre--        "-rprtc" ,  ;-orr  conduct  rer^e./ed  my  sus- 
picions, and  I  was  greatly  agitated--But  in  Peircefield  Talhs 
you  assured  me  that  m.y  suspicions  were  altor;ether  speculative, 

■    ,    ^        -  ':■  -    -^"otainly  go  -■^•"'•o      'If"'  .  .  ' "  '^•."ncl 

satisf ied--r-ut  alasi     a  short  tiipe  pas.seo  ere  your  departure 
from,  our  first  principles  becamte  too  fl;:.  ;r-ant--Your  private 
_    ' -.urcc.o   .  ..re  to  remain  your  individual  oropertv,  and  every- 
thing to  be  separate  except  a  farm  of  b  or  6  acres,     in  short 

')  CO  partners  in  a  petty  f;  ;  trade,  is 

YJ&J:,   -.1  ^     "^L.    .  o:.'  -r' 1 1.  r  ocrf!  cy  .ia.r;  .  i    '..  ;  i,       .    .  :„  e- 

j ~  ,  ■ ved  the  accc  "  - 


i;pon  them;  1        '  .  ive 

■''^or^.e  opi-m'oi^   J;  yny,  '         laid  a  plot  of 

;  tpj ratloi: .       ter-)--         "  '  lly  persuaded  that 

'  .  ■           t  yoiv  ■n 

A?                                   _      -  "              '  th  P  elf  ir. ]'.;;■  ess , 

^_  .         ""  ■ '  -  ...              rtill  uuc;.        '  "'ibute, 

ected 

•■■■■rn.l'tj'  "  j^.  tV"  v.r  •  ■■■  to  y'ov""'  f  1  rpt  letter  , 

■    portance  t  tify  me  and  myself  in  abandoning  a  family 

o  have  none  to  sn.-^port  the^  hut      ,,'  pl':\:^  ^^ou  are  :~oi:;:^ 

'.       '        [.-Ian   ;a  '        "       s  m  ve   '  o         '  ■  • 

country  v.ith  ^-eorge  i^urnet  and  yourself  and  takii  aS 
••  .  ,        ve  he.  '  ;t  my  o/n  bread 

c  :  ly  lsco„-a  jn  to  liave  a  '       '  "     :i  in  common- thus 

disciplinin  ody  and  mind  uccesful  practice 

of  the  same  f  ^in^  in  America   /ith  numerous  a'^  ?"'oci^^tes-- 

■')t  this  your  o.vn  plan-the  plan  for  the  realizing 
of  ..hich,  you  invited  me  to  Bristol--  '  on  you  said  that, 
if  f-  e  others  If^ft  it ,  vou.,   ond  ^-cor y.Q  ''■'■'rr^et  ^  -iir 

.  .-uuhcr     ouli"   i'loj^u  fii'Ei  to  thb  pofct  Ox'  vi±-but  '.  aving 
lovell,   our  number  vsras  the  same,  yourself,  and  l.urnet  and 
"■'^r  prospcctr    .'.tf.  o--''^-^  oiir  ur^certain  hope  of  getting 
thirty  shillings  a  ../eeh  ,jet«/ee.a  us  by  v/r-icing  fo-'  t-cmte 
London  paper-for  the  remainder  ./e  were  to  rely  on  our 
agricultur^-l  -exertions.       rc  ss  '  o  7-orLr  family,  you  otood 
precisely  in  the  saiiie  situacion  as  ^'OU  iioj  stand,     1  ou  rneant 


to  take  ccL^.^  ..itli  ^'"ou  and  ...u-.x    ,  ^  .         .  -  -  re 

indeed,  then  v/ould  have  been  the  difficult^r?     "he  would 
have  earned  her  rnaintenanoe  by  her  mana/^ernent  and  savings-- 
But  ..■ /  j-i  ^  ou  "broke  froL  u:. ,  orospects  ..c^i-e  oi-ightenini^ : 

by  ti  e  magazine,   or  by  poetry  ..ve  mif^l  t  and  should  have  got 

10  guineas  a  month  You  do  not  now  mean  to  st-'"',r'y  the  lav/, 

but  to  maintain  yourself  by  your  v/ritin-/  uii  ^  uia' 

promised  annuity.  Oould  you  not  have  done  the  same  v/ith 

us  ^: 

"C  selfish,  :rioney-loving  iaanl       hat  jji'inci^jit.  nave  you 

not  given  upT-  Last  of  all,  perceiving  that  your  motives 

vanished  at  the  first  ray  of  examination  Yoiir  last  re- 

30iir3e  ,;ac   '^-j  caiu/jniate  r.ie .  y  indolence  you  assi(;,ned  to 

lovell  as  your  reason  for  quitting  pantisocracy ,  Supposing 
it  true,  it  might  indeed  be  a  reason  for  rejecting  me  from 
the  syste^^ .      'vit  how  does  rhis  affect  pantisocracy,  that 
you  should  reject  rt.     And  what  has  Burnett  done  that  he 
should  nO'"  he  a  jortliy  associate;       ''-"'e  ^7ho  leaned  on  you 
v/ith  all  his  head  and  v/ith  all  his  heart;  he     '      jave  his 
all  for  pantisocracy,  and  expected  that  pantisocracy  v/ould 
he  at  least  bread  and  c"^eepe  to  hi-..      --.it  neither  is  the  • 
charge  a  true  one  

"r,noughl     I  heard  for  the  first  time  on  Thursday, 
f'-'^t  ^rou  '."/ere  to  set  off  for  lisbon  on     '    t\-.rcay  •norning. 
It  gives  nie  great  pain  on  many  accounts,  Lut  pi-incipally 
tl'at  those  moments  v/hich  should  be  sacred  to  your  affections 
r.a-'^  '^e  distu-^'bed  b-^?-  tbis  long  letter.     '  o- f-ey,   ?s  far  as 
Lap. iness  v/ill  be  concucive  to  your  virtue,   ./uicn  alone  is 
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..ajpinesc;-.     .ay  you  posser-"       I     a'o^i  '  left  a  lar^e 

void  In  my  heart.     ~  kno./  "  '  .  fill  it. 

ethers  I  may  love  e-nial  ly,   and  esteeru  eqi^ally,  and  some  per- 
haps I  ms'-  ■  '  -ire        ..u^l  .            never  co  I   ..xpec^    .  o  ...eet 
anoi"             ,             "11  m:         .  unite  attac"  -  i:jerson 

..  it"^  re^^ererce  fcv  hip.  heart  and  adir^iratl  on  of  hi.",  ("enius . 


Lv-^'       O  .«  ..i       V  .L  .1.' 


you  as  a  sheet  anclior  of  mine;   and  even  a.  .)ct,  ray  vanity 

'  cr  '-"natif  ioat  i on  t."^?  ^  yoii;"  prai<^    ,  "  f^se 

■      •  ^      ,    "  ■  11  o.  u.,.-ot...u;. ,  and 

lol  he  feastet'",  is  soul   '         p^y  •  'ay 

'-or?,  ftlr-il'^'^ty  bless  ^  refer  "'''e  you  I  you  live  to 

-.0.  ^ofcl  and  ackno'./lec.^.e  tl.-.  t  uh  lcgc  .,e     ccustom  our- 

selves to  meditate   adoringly  on  ^^i-^v,  t'-c  '-^r^rzi:.  of  all  virtue, 
:'.o  vir"^1". '  hr-  ■nr;rma'^Lent . 

apsui'ed.  that  G-eor^e  _:uinet  still  Icvta  you  ---ettGi' 
thai  ar  love  any  other  man,     nd  Sara  would  ha/e  you 

a-^cept  "lo'/e  and  ■blesp,5n;'\;   --caept  it  as  the  futui'e  hus- 

bana  oi   'fcr  "oest  lovee  sister,     j^a-re  ,v  ell  I 

•  oleridge**  ■'• 

Thu"^  r^ied  p.  di-'oam,   irr-oractical,  yea,   1r''"eor-.pi"^ le ,  hut 
idyllic  and  beautiful.     ';:eason  final].y  I'e-accti'ted  itself  and 
vOottle  ./rote,   "Views  and  times  alter,   and  these  richly  endowed 
young  men,   in  after  life,    /ere  prompt  o-id  .-^mon^st  the  ^irst 
to  confess  the  fallacious  schemes  of  their  youth;  du"g  at  this 
time,  the  pleasurable  alone,  occupied  their  field  of  Arision, 
p.-'-r'   confidence  never  stood  more  unencumbered    ;1tT   rov'':".  - 

1-  Golerid^e  "Letters"  Vol.  I-p.l57 

2-  Cottle     -.eminiscences  "-p .  6 


6 
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"L.dmund     e,.'a_-cV',   .ve  read,   "v/as  the  i'irsc  to  perceive  tlie 
impracticability  of  the  scheme.     He  obser -"ed  that  there  .vas 
too  great  a  natural  disparity  in  the  individuals  that  v/ere 
to  compose   ohis  community  for  it  lon^;  to  e:x.ist  upon  the  basis 
they  tad  established.     lie  felt  that  they  -vere  huntin^-j,  after  a 
shado       •"■^^d  .vere  staging  their  all  uDon  a  single  throv/.  The 
opinions  of  Couthey,   .^oleridge,  and  himself,  differed  In  some 
of  the  -.ost  essential  points;  and  until  there  v/as  a  greater 
uniformity, --a  perfect  uniformity  in  their  moral  heing  v/as 
necessary , --it  v/as  evident  to  him  that  the  equality,  the 
fraternity,  and  the  liberty  they  v/ished  to  create,  v/ere  al- 
together ideal.     ?:ic 'tiv'^  i  ons  ,  satisfied,    -o-.tI'  -ri-e 
of  such  a  character  as  must  destroy  eventually  the  harr..ony 
of  their  society;  nor  could  it  he  otherv/ise,  whilst  there 
v/ere  some  ambitious  to  go'/ern  "^rC  or.-  -r^^   'ndisposed  to  sub- 
mit,    '-e  shrewdly  suspected,   that  i±   it  -vere  not  the  ''tiii^-otic 
frenzy  of  romance  that  inipelled  them,   it  ./as  a  disquieted 
spirit,  a  disaffection  to  society  ill-grounded,   and  that  they 
./ould  too  soon,  and  to  their  serious  disappointment,  learn, 
'  -.peli'.m,  non  animum  mutant,  qui  trans  mare  currunt 
P"-~VIOl>S  CONVERTS  TC  PLAh 
The  complete  roster  of  those  at  one  time  conunitted  to 
tie  plan  is  unavailable . --That  the  group  numbered  about 
tv/enty-seven  v/e  reac          ;he  Ii"e  of  .'outhey  l;y  ^■aller,and 
included  in  addition  to  the  four  leaders , -I-;dith  and  Tarah 
Pricker,  Edmund  '  -v/srd,   Georre  Tjjev ,  ''"eath,   the  apothecary, 

.   -  riestly  ar:;    -  ^.vell  anc  .      ■  '  :   .       ^      last  t.vo  v/ere 
classmates  of  Coleridge,  and  are  said  to  be  the  only  converts 
he,  personally,   secured.     }:y  Christmas  of  1794,  they  anticipated 

1-  Bro,vne  "Life  of     obert  -  outhey " -p  .40 

2-  P.152 


0 


sailing  in  the  follo.vi"  ,  "  ■  ■     'ate  decref  ' 

As  v/e  conclude  this  account  of  you.ths'  jov  d 

r  . o -"^  '-^  r'  .->  o -o  ^  -~  r\-^-'  ■  '  r 

•    -        '    '  ^  ■     ■  .1  .     _  .  -      .  '    .   -  . 

ich  he  emtocii 

"visionsry  ,   Indeed,  yet  futile: 

'   ^    ..J- c     ^      ' --^"onary  ■  .   .        .  , .  ..11 
on  joys  t]-  .'e;  no  inore  endure  to  .veigh 

The  shame  o'.n6.  anguish  of  the  evil  day, 
""'i-eV-  ^o-'-  ptfull     C'er  the  ocean's  sv.'.,...-l, 
-i'  ,  I  seek  tl'e  aottage  dell, 

x-e  v  ii-tue  calm  ./ith  careless  steps  may  stra^ , 
,  dancing  to  the  moonlight  roundelay, 
.  ./izard  Passion  wears  a  holy  spell, 
s  thrt  ]iave  ached  v;ith  anguish,  ye  shall  weep 
rs  of  doubt-mingled  joy,  as  those  v/ho  start 
-.TC:  precipices  of  distempered  sleep. 
On  vYhich  the  fierce-eyed  fiends  their  revel  !:eep. 
And  see  the  rising  sun,  and  feel  it  dart 
ICew  rays  of  pleasiu'e  trembling  on  the  heart.''  1, 


he  ir ant isocr 5'.  - 


l-"Life  and  Correspondence  of     obert  Couthey" -p  ,75 


hisocracy  on  the  .:'T:iFCuel"anna 
'■Voli.Oi.Tap'rj 


":     fe  of  ^  ob  e  r  t     oi-  the  .  M  o  '-.VR) 

"amy.  -        ,     ,       olv  r'    ^  ^,  ^    ^ll(to  p. 62) 

;  acl.  illan  t  :,o.  lie^N  York,  1894 

Letters  of  '  e.\  ->    ,         ,  or  \]ole''±'l^e      ditecl  by  L  vti^:^'    '  -^l  erirl^- e 

(  to  p. 157) 

T'ssa";.'-..  on  Fis  Cwn  limes  .      ,  '       '       -  '  s 


iorraphia  Liter  aria  "::.y  ...    :  ,  oolt, 

...^  •■'-ical 


inis3e.iaes  of  .)leri  '.'t  "^outhe^? 

'  ~    ottTe   Ctb  r),2.-,^:t) 


obert   ;.outhey,  '    -:  ^.tovj  of  "-i:-.  Life  .,"i-itten  ttei 

onnie 

OStO"' 


M-K--^         ■■  onnie  !to 


'e  of  'J olerid.^e  ,        ^  !l - ' i ^ e 

■  ^ 


lork. 
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